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~ As the Publishers See It

Continued [rom Pape Fourteen,

scent to any similar accomplish-
ment.”
It seema to us that the new writers

Little, Brown and Company,
HE most popular novel on our
1521 list was A. 5. M. Hutch-
inson's “If Winter Comea™

of our non-fiction publca-
1921 was among the best
the year.

In fiction, in addition to “If Winter
Comes” wa published during 1921
several very successful novels, nota-
bly, “The Wasted Generation” by
Owen Johnson: “Martin Conisby's
Vengeamce,” by Jeffery Farnol, and

year were issued by other publishers
occasions us no regret. Of the books
of non-fiction published by other
houses during 1521, we should have
liked best to publish Strachey’s
'ﬁx:m Victoria.”
our opinion the reading public
has neglected William Dudley Pel-
ley’s novel, “The Fog," which, though
it was the subject of many enthu-
reviews during the autumn of
only a moderate sale. We
to say, -however, that the
shown considerable life dur-
ing the last two months and it would
appear that its merits are gradually
known to the more dis-
criminating readers of fiction. Tuw
New Yonx Hsmarp said of this boolk:
“Several thousand of the several
hundred thousand who read “Main
Street’ hated the book. If you belong
to the Main Street’ haters, incor-
porated. you are bound to enjoy “The
Mm-' I;km‘h — inspirational qual.
w ) n Street’ 3
ously lacked.” i
It s hard to say whether or not |
the new writer is hoiding his own
with the writer whose reputation

book that the reading public seems
to have neglected and which is of
outstanding merit. It is Henderson
Daingerfield Norman's “The FPlaya
of Edmond Rostand.” These books
have been widely acclaimed by the
critics, all of whom have said that
Mrs, Norman had been unbelievably
successful In her translation, and yet
the sale so far has been deplorably
small.

It certainly seems to us that the
new writer is bolding his own with
the writer whose reputation was es-
tablished before the war. Amongour
successful books at the moment we
can point to Isabella Holt's “The
Marriotts and the Powells,” Edwin
Meade Robinson’s “Enter Jerry,"
Margaret Ashmun's first novel,
“Tapless Towers,” Robert L. Duffus's
“Roads Going South,” Mary Briar-
Iy's “In His Own Image,” Sylvia
Chatfield Bates's “The Golden An-
swer,” Colonel Thomson's “Terry.”
These are all new authors and they
have without exception, I think,
built up a fair public.

- 8 »

Moffat, Yard and Company.
“T HE SONG OF THE BLOOD

FLOWER,” by Jobannes

Linnankoski, enjoyed the
greatest degree of popularity with ua.
It was the first book of this Finnish
writer to be translated and made a
great hit. It was often compared to
Galsworthy’'s “Dark Flower,” but
some of the best critics found it
greatly surpassed the work of the
Englishman.

“Old Calabria,” a travel book of
Southern Italy, by Norman Douglas
of “South Wind" fame, was our most
popular non-fiction title, with Dr.
Blanche Colton Willlam's “Our Short
Story Writers of To-day” running it
a close second.

This, I know, will not be an origi-
nal thought, but with my commer-
cial eye looking out to sea what
other novel could we have craved

publishing more than *If Winter
Comes™”? And as to non-fiction,
“Queen Victoria,™ by Strachey,

stands to me in a class of biography
that has made writing biography a
new and splendid achievement.
“Three Crosses,” by Federigo To=-
g, has been neglected in this coun-
try. Tozzi was proclaimed the great-

was establisted befors the war. Col.
uma after column has been written |
In praise of the younger generation
of novelists, but it would appear that
the public is weary of the pesaimism
which is so noticeable in the work of |
many of these writers. After :JL'
Mmost of us think it's a pretty good
mwonulmm:mmu.
count in large part for the tremen-
dous popularity of Mr. Hutchinson's
3 m;vrl. Its  wholesome

¥—"If winter comes, |
apring be far behind* —is Nd:;i:
welcome to the many readers who
bave been depressed by the succes-
slon of “realistic” novels with "un-
happy endings.”
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est ltalian writer of a decade; Eng-
land welcomed bim, as did France
and all of Europe. This splendid
first translation of his most popular

| and masterly novel has gone by here

almost unnoticed. Two reviewers
have praised it highly. The rest

| bave not even noticed it

William Stekel, the philosopher, Is
our most interesting discovery. In
a year he has made a place for him-
selfl here with such titles as “The Be-
loved Ego.” “The Disguises of Love™
and “The Depths of the Soul"—phil-
osophy, simply told and for the
everyday man.

1 am sure that the new writer is
more than holding his own—and the
young one too—i e, Fitzgerald, Dos
P ., Weaver, Benet and Ben

.

The Macmillan

F the novels in our 1921 list

“Mr. Waddinzton of Wyek,”

by May Sinclair, probably en-

joyed the greatest popularity, though

“The Tower of Oblivion,” by Oliver

Onlons, “Beggars' Gold,” by Ernest

Mls and Sir Harry Johnston's

*"The Man Who Did the Right
Thing” were all widely read.

Of the non-fiction the one volume

edition of Wells's “The Outline of
History™ unquestionably was the
most popular book, with Lord Bryce's|
“Modern Democracies” a good sece
ond. '

Certainly there is on our list a

Probl_éms of
the Young

Continued from Preecding Page.

training of their children. Like Mr.
Holmes, Mrs. Scott Insists that chil-
dren should be reared in an atmos-
phere of ldealism rather than tacght
fdeais directly; that they will ac- |
‘\'n naturally the finer habits of |
We if brought up In homes where!

the rights of all are respected, where |

courtesy and Kindoess are “the|
common rtule,” where “arbitrary
commands and demands” are un-|

known, and where work has respect
and appreciation. But If parents |
themselves set 4 bad example, they |
cannot expect their chlldren to be
exemplary, 5o matter what ideals
may be preached; and, as proof of
this, the author mentiona a woman
who was disgusted with her small
daughter's habit of lying to her, and
yet who repeatedly instructed that
daughter to falsify to others, It is
the old question of whether those
who llve in glass houses should
throw stones; and the main dim-
culty appears to be in making par-
ents realize how fragile may be the
walls that surround them.

& BTANTON A, COBLENTZ

i time unknown)

Hecht.
L] - L]
G. P. Putaam’s Sons.
ETHEL M. DELL'S "Obstacle
Race” led our 1321 list in
® gales. In a rather different

and more “highbrow™ style Ben
Hecht's “Erik Dorn” was the leader,
and deservedly.

2. “Mirrors of Washington."

3. (a) “If Winter Comes.”
Wells's “Outline.”

4. “Privilege,” a very excellent
novel, by the young English author
Michael Sadleir, while by no means
“neglectad,” has not had the thor-
oughgoing success which [ta out-
standing literary excellence deserves

6. “Mirrors of Downing Street™
might perhaps be called a “discov-
ry.” In its English form it came to
us as rather an [nsignificant little
book by an anonymous (and at that
author. ‘The hand-
some American publication, selling
at $2.00, has had a most gratifying
and continuing success. The sales
have nearly reached 50,000,

6. A difficult question to answer
concretely, but as it is understood,
our answer s unqualified “yes." ’

. L] -
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Fleming H. Revell Company.

HANK you for giving us the
T opportunity to be represent-
ed in your discussion. Par-

agraph three we would

diseuss, but here are the others:
1. “"Prodigal Daughters"

by Jo-
seph Hoeking, is o howing the

novel

| grealest popularity on our 1921 list.

2. Roger W. Babson's “Making

Good in Business” overshadows any | would

other boak on our 1921 list

4 Willlam George Jordan's "“The
Trusteeship of Life” received a bad
deal from the printers and binders

ather not |

able discovery that the evolutionary
theorles, viz., the “new" theologies,
are responsible in a large degree for
the present *“Bolshevistic” condi-
tlons prevalling to-day. This Is par-
ticularly interesting In view of the
remarkable Interest in the subject of
evolution to-day.

6. It seems to us that this ques-
tion ought to be asked in the re-
versed order. “Is the old writer
holding his own with the new
writer? Probably every publisher
has felt the trend of the conditions
to-day upon new fiction writers, The
old novelist has undoubtedly suffered
by comparison with the works of
some of the new writers who are re-
flecting the flippant spirit of the age.

L] L] -

Charles Scribner’s Sonms.

E are interested in your
VV letter and its question-
paire of our experience
with books of the last year and we
feal sure that your presentation of
the replies of various publishers to
these will make a suggestive and en-
lightening page of your spring book
b In findi the answers
to your queries we have had diffi-
culty in some cases of singling out
a book from many close competitors
and we have no doubt that some of
our decisions, carefully as we have
thought them out, are open to dis-
cussion,

It we answer the last question
before the first it will be because in
our case they are closely related.
In our opinion, you ask, ls the new
writer holding his own with the
writer whose reputation was estab-
lished before the war? We should
not have been surprised if you had
put the question the other way, ask-
ing if the elder were still maintain-
Ing his position. The new writer is
so talked of, his work so welcomed,
“the spirit of youth™ so ascendant
in the world in general, that many
believe him to be crowding out the
established men in letters as well
In answering this question we should
not be too far influenced by such re-
markable instances as F. Scott Fitz-
gerall Such writers as Frank H.
Spearman, Jackson Gregory, Mere-
dith Nicholson, Francis Lynde, &c.,
whose repulations were established
before the war, are decidedly “hold-
ing their own' BSurely Galsworthy
must be listed among the older
writers and the demand for his nov-
ols has been so great that we have
felt. warranted in veprinting in a
single volume the novels and stories
which form "The Forsyte Saga.”

And this brings us to the first
question on your list, and our reply
that John Galsworthy's “To Let,” the
last novel of “The Forsyte Saga”
leads our 1921 list in popularity, ia
another proof of our answer to the
last.

Non-fiction I= nearly always led by
blography. This year Mrs. Robin-
son's “My Brother Theodore Roose-
velt” headed the list, but another
book stood so high that we feel jus-
tified in mentioning it, especially as
its success shows, we think, a trend,
since the war, toward serious books
and those treating of world ques-
tions. This is *“The New World of
Islam,” by Lothrop Stoddard, whose
“Rising Tide of Color' the year be-
fore met with similar success.

In asking “Is there, In your list,
any book that the reading public
seems to have unfairly peglected
when its merits are considered?” we
assume that you mean here not to
confine us to the books of a single
year. Of fiction, “The Children of
the Desert,”” by Louis Dodge, a trag-
edy of the desert country of the
Southwest, geems to us s0 powerful
and dramatic in ita story, so full of
the color of that mysterious and
tragie land, and so real in its char-
acters that we cannot help feeling
that the demand for it should have
been greater. We belleve, too, that
if this book were published to-day,
when the distractions of war time
are absent, it would be more ade-
quately appreciated. 1In non-fiction,
a book which was largely praised by
the reviewers and caused mucH dis-
cussion in the press has, curiously
enough, had less success than the
importance of its theme and its im-
| mediate nature would seem to ]qa‘lif)‘
This s "Is America Safe for Democ-
|racy?™ by Willlam McDougali—a
warning as to the state of our civili-
zation by a great psychologist.

One assoclates a “discovery™ In
publishing with fiction. The ex-
pected answer to the question “Was
there, in your 1921 list, any book
that stands out in the light of a par-
ticularly interesting discovery T’
bring forth the name of n
young novelist. But this year, in
our case, the discovery s nol a novel-
| st, but & traveler. She is Winifred

11I,|wkru1-__;n Dixon, a Boston girl who,

and its publication was so badly de- | a few years ago, crossed America

layed that it arrived just before the
Christmas holidays, too late to par-
ticipale in the holiday sales and just

| and explored its Southwest in a mo-
tor, In which she wandered about up
Indian trails and through Indlan vil-

in time to make it a las? y_o-nr'n book. | lages 1n an entirely unconventional
However, the essays are still remark- | manner and wrote of it In “West-

ably good. We feel sure it will out-
grow its bad beginning,

5. “Poisoning Demoeracy.” George

ward Hoboes" This is not a new
thing to do—perhaps thousands of
girls have crossed Ameriea luo & mo-

McCready Price makes the remark- | tor; we doubt sincerely if any girl

In America could have writlen so
humorous and imaginative a book
about it. Of all our travel books its
character is unlique,
Mra. Dixon is not our only 1821
discovery, We found, too, a novelist
for whom we think the future prom-
ises much, but we must not mention
him, for his book will belong to
1922,
U
Fndtrlkk A, Stokes Company.
E have given careful con-

sideration to your letter

of April 3 and shall an-
swer to the best of our ability the
questions you ask.
1. The novel on our 1921 list that
actually sold the greatest number of
copies during that year was “Sisters-
in-law,” by Gertrude Atherton.
“The Enchahted Canyon,” by Ho-
nore Willsle, s rapidly catching up
and Is selling actively nearly one
year after publication.
2. The non-ficition work actual-
ly selling the greatest number of
coples In 1921 was “Violin Playing,"
by Leopold Auer, The non-fiction
work having the greatest sale In-
cluding 1922 to date, is “Auction

Bridge Standards,” by Wilbur C,
Whitehead.

3. Outside of our own llst, it seems
to us that we should most like to
have published, In fiction, “If Winter
Comes,'” and in non-fiction, “Queen
Victoria™

4. One novel on our 1521 list
which we think deserved much bet-
ter treatment at the hands of the
public than it received was “Our Lit-
te Life,” by J. G. Sime. Its merits
were recognized by the best review-
ers and it enjoyed a distinet success
in England.

6. Question six offers so many
lines of #pproach that it fs practi-
cally impossible to answer it in a
general way. In the matter of sales
and popularity the new writer Is
making a good showing In certain
kinds of books. 1In other respects
the matter is debatable and the de-
bate bids fair to last a long time,

“The Fire Bird,” which Double
day, Page & Co. will publish on
April 28, s Mrs. Gene Stratton- Por-
ter’s first published poem. It is an
American epic based on the ancient
Indian legend af the fire bird and
written in the rhythms of the for
est, falling now and again into the
wash of the waves or the winding
music of the canyons, From her
earliest childhood Mrs. Porter's ine
agination has been fired by tales of
Indian traditions. She lived near
the haunts of the Miamis and was
often a guest in the wigwam of
Chiet Waccaconah, whose children
were her dearest playmates, When
she grew older Mrs. Porter pursued
her studies of Indian literature
aided by her husband, who was a
collector of Indian relics and pos
sessed a rare collectlon of pipes,
skin dressing Implements and stone
axes. Beveral years ago while read-
ing Frazer's “Folk Lore of the
Bible” Mrs. Porter found the record
of a flood narrative preserved
among the Natchez Indians of the
Mississippl In which the flaming,
bright winged cardinal was the cen-
tral figure. This gave her the first
faint theme from which she evolved
her Indlan epie.

“COMPLETE AUCTION
_BRIDGE FOR 1922”
The Game, The Bidding,

The Play, The hilsn;

By
S. S. Carvalho

Cloth Bound—50 Cents
 Mailed to anywhere in the
United States.

Current Book Co., Inc.,
140 Cedar Street
NEW YORK.

HENRY M.
RIDEOUT’S

Great New Novel

THE

IT is worth a dozen of even
the well made mechanical
novels, His winter woods are

the true forest, with its clean
cold whiteness and the delicate

tang of its smell.—Boston
Herald.
1llus. $1.75 net

DUFFIELD & CO.

THE SENSATION OF 1922

A Son .. Sahara

s
ves you the thrill
of the Sahara with its

Wild Bedouins

Its Slave Markets

A

The

has a keen insight into

All Scores $1.00

ARTHUR
STRINGER

PRAIRIE
CHILD

Awomsm sto
for happiness. A woman with enoug
of the primitive to make her universal, always
human, sympathetic, appealing.
The author approaches the delicate problems
of married life with shrewdness and vision. He
and a competent grasp on this thing called Life.
By the Author of :

The Prairie Wife and The Prairie Mo

NOVEL BY

ryofhem;umlg

the heart of humanity,

BOBBS-MERRILL M&u.




